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PREFACE.

This “treatise entitled Samukkthapradipikd is an easy
scommentary on the Samukktha Nikaya, one of the divisions of
the Sutra Pitaka which contains the doctrines preached by
the Buddha.

According to the divisions made at the rehearsal in the
First Council by the arahat monks headed by Mahakassapa,
this is the third of the five Nikdyas, Digha, Majjhima,
Samukktha, Anguttara and Khuddaka. This is called the
Samukktha, “Collected Sayings”, because it consists of groups,
each group pertaining to one subject, such as questinns of the
gods and their answers. This Nikaya is divided into five
sections, Sagathaka, Nidana, Khanda, Saldyatana and Maha-
vagga, which are again subdivided into fifty-five groups.

From time to time there have appeared from the hands
of scholars incomplete commentaries on the verse or prose of
the Samukktha, which we trust have been of use to the Bud-
dhists. The present work also was undertaken solely with a
view to facilitate the understanding of the Buddhist doctrine.
This is only the first part of our proposed commentary on the
Samukktha, and consists of an exposition of the Devatdsam-
ukktha. It consists of five parts—a table of contents, the subject
matter in outline, a paraphrase, translation and explanatory
matter. Which includes illustrative stories. In compiling this
book we have taken extracts from the following works.—
Vibhanga, Samwohavinodani, Abhidharmarthasangraha,
Visuddhimagga, Paramatthamanjiisa, Sumangalavilasini,
Papancasiidani, Atthasdlinl, Mahavagga, Samantapasadika,

«ManérathapiiranI and other works. We hope that this work
would be pf use to both monks and laymen.

Our thanks are due to Ananda Dharmadharsi Sri
Saranankara Nayaka Thero, principal of Sailantayatana
lirivena, Bentara, for reading the final proof sheets. We
hope to place before the Buddhist public the rest of the work
.as immediately as possible, As the compilation and printing
of this book was done hurriedly any errors that may have
crept in will be corrected in the second edition.

KIRIELLE NANAWIMALK.
Pandit, G. K. M. UHANOWITA.
B. E, 2480

B.E. 9480 oo oo
A.D. igss Oun May
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